of prescientific psychology that has been recorded in considerable
detail The following pages briefly review a small segment of this
extensive literature. Just those psychologies are reviewed that,
though primitive and fallacious, are still active. Evidence of the
fallacies inherent in them is also presented.
ASTBOLOGY
It was recently reported that when a London newspaper omitted
its daily horoscope, there were 50,000 protests by personal call, tele-
phone, and telegraph. A California astrologer announced over the
radio that he would read the horoscope of anyone who would accom-
pany his request with $4. He is reported to have received 30,000
replies. Evangeline Adams, who would not answer a single question
for less than $100, counted among her clients such dignitaries as
James J. Hill, the empire builder; J. P. Morgan, the financier; John ,
Burroughs, the naturalist; Caruso, the opera singer; Richard Harding
Davis, the writer; and William Jennings Bryan, the politician. She
was supposed to have accurately predicted the advent of the First
World War, the sex of a New England Hereford calf, the panic of 1907,
and the death of the wife of a Southern gentleman* She gave advice '
on every known problem that concerned human affairs, for which, she
charged fees that rival those of a corporation lawyer.
Astrology began in Babylonia and spread to Greece about the
middle of the fourth century. It gradually diminished with the
development of science, although in recent years it has regained much
of its popularity. Prancis Bacon harshly condemned it, and others
more recently have subjected it to scientific investigation*
Astrology is a theory that human affairs are controlled by the
heavenly bodies. From a study of the stars and their influence, the
astrologer believes that human affairs can be predicted. Even the date
of birth is supposed to have great influence on one's life because destiny
is presumably determined by the zodiac sign under which one is born.
What one is to become and the events that occur in his life can be
predicted from a study of the zodiac.
In evaluating astrology, it should be noted that astronomers,
those scientists who have carefully studied heavenly bodies and know
more about the universe of stars and planets than any other group of
specialists, agree there*is no evidence to support the claims of astrol-,
ogy. If tfre stars influence human destiny, that influence is so meager
that it escapes scientific discovery. Even if there were astral influ^
they would change over a period of years because the sodiaej